Pseudoangiomatous xanthelasmoid mastocytosis: two case reports showing the hypervascularity of this rare variant of cutaneous mastocytosis.
Xanthelasmoid mastocytosis or xanthelasmoidea is a rare clinical variant of cutaneous mastocytosis characterized by a yellow hue of the clinical lesions, which are often misdiagnosed as juvenile xanthogranuloma. We present two pediatric cases of xanthelasmoid mastocytosis presenting as isolated mastocytomas, which are notable histopathologically for their hypervascularity. This pseudoangiomatous variant of cutaneous mastocytosis is important for pathologists to have knowledge of, so that a diagnosis of a vascular tumor is not rendered accidentally. The yellow hue has previously been explained by the usual deep and solid dermal mast cell infiltrate. In the two presented cases, however, the mast cell infiltrate was sparse, and the yellow color cannot be related to infiltrate density. We believe that the hypervascularity is at least one factor in the production of clinical xanthelasmoid appearance, and we propose the term 'pseudoangiomatous xanthelasmoid mastocytosis' to properly describe this rare variant of cutaneous mastocytosis.